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James 

Alec 

Rebecca 

We’re delighted that you’d like to find 
out about us, God’s church at Holy 
Trinity Hurdsfield (HTH). We pray that 
this profile will give you a flavour of 
who we are.  
 
HTH is a single church serving a single 
parish. We are informal, evangelical 
and a bit charismatic. First and 
foremost, we’re a large family: people 
of different ages from different social 
backgrounds with different 
experiences of God. 
  
Our services are informal and we 
enjoy worshipping together. While we 
can be quiet and reflective, our larger 
10.30 am service is usually loud and 
lively.  
 
We like to be challenged by good 
Bible teaching and to encounter God 
in real and meaningful ways. We are 
serious about prayer and listening to 
God and growing closer to Him and 
one another. We have good 
relationships within our parish and 
the wider Macclesfield community 
and want to develop these further. 

We have lots to learn and plenty to 
achieve. 
 
Since James, our vicar, arrived with 
his family in 2016, we’ve been 
encouraged to see more people 
coming on Sundays, an increasing 
openness to the work of the Holy 
Spirit and a clearer sense of purpose 
in what we do. And we’ve distilled 
what we’re all about into a single 
sentence: 
 
We seek to follow Jesus passionately, 
sharing the good news of His 
amazing love and seeing people, 
relationships and our community 
transformed by Him.  
 
You can read more about our vision, 
and the values we’ve identified that 
describe who we aspire to be, on the 
next page.  
 
Yours in Christ  
 
James, Alec and Rebecca  
Vicar and Churchwardens 
May 2018 



Our vision and values 

This is HTH : following Jesus | sharing His good news | seeing lives transformed 
 

Our vision describes what we’re all about: 

We seek to follow Jesus passionately, sharing the good news of His amazing love and seeing people, relationships 

and our community transformed by Him. 

 

We’re guided by Jesus’ words in commissioning the disciples to ‘go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you’ (Matt 28:19-20).  

 

Our hope is that our vision will encourage us to become more purposeful in what we do, so that in everything we will 

in some way be working towards seeing people come to follow Jesus and be transformed by Him. 

 

Our values describe who we aspire to be: 

Family – Everyone is welcome to be part of our family. Each of us is unique. Each of us has a place in the family of God. We want everyone to hear the 

good news about Jesus and experience His amazing love for themselves. 

Authentic – We want to be honest with each other. We all have some mess in our lives. So we don’t judge; we listen, and encourage one other to get 

to know God better. We allow the power of Jesus to transform us. 

Adventurers – We want to be bold risk-takers as we follow Jesus and serve our 

community. We are all on a journey of faith and discovery. We want to grow as we read 

the Bible, pray and worship together. 

 

As we look to the future, we sense God’s challenge to be adventurous and do things 

differently. ‘Do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing!’ (Isaiah 43:18-9).  

 

We have identified several priories that we believe God is calling us towards and will 

challenge us to deepen our involvement and relationship with the community and each 

other. We have an exciting future as we seek to follow Jesus and play our part  

in building His kingdom in this place. 

 

We are HTH : family | authentic | adventurers 

BETTER to have a picture of 

people here I think... 

HTH Church Profile Page 4 



Meet our vicar 

What is your name? James C R Gibson (prizes if you guess my middle 
names). 
 
How tall are you? 188cm (6’3” in old money). 
 
Are you married? Yes, to Debs and we have two fantastic kids, Ben 
and Jemima. 
 
Anyone else live with you? We have two fish, Stuart and Kevin, and 
three chickens, Dotty, Ali and Nuggets. 
 
How long have you been here? We moved from Surrey to Macclesfield 
in June 2016. 
 
How do you like the place? I love to be outdoors and especially enjoy cycling and walking, if possible combined with 
sampling locally brewed ale, all of which are in plentiful supply here, so all is good. I am enjoying getting to know the 
town as well which has a surprising number of very nice cafes and pubs. The people are great too!  

 
Have you always been a vicar? No, I was an engineer for 20 years, designing jet engines for Rolls-Royce, helping to provide water and sanitation in 
rural areas in the developing world for Action Against Hunger and WaterAid, and trying to defend London from flooding for the Environment Agency. 
 
And then? I studied theology at Trinity College, Bristol before four years as a curate at Busbridge and Hambledon Church in Godalming. 

 
Thoughts after nearly two years? Being a vicar is not easy. This is my first post 
and I haven’t done this before. I love it though as I have the privilege and  
opportunity to encourage and enable everyone here to shape the future of HTH. 
There plenty to juggle and I have the freedom to try new things. I have made 
some mistakes along the way, but the church is full of grace and  
encouragement. 
 
If you could change one thing? The weather – less rain, more sun... 
 
And finally… Whether you are new to Macclesfield, or a born and bred 
‘Maxonian’, I really look forward to meeting you either here at HTH on the  
Hurdsfield Road, or as I walk and cycle about – please stop me and say Hi. 
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Where we are 

Macclesfield (population 52,000) is a market town between the Peak 
District and the Cheshire Plain. Hurdsfield (population 5,000) is set 
on a hillside to the east of the town centre. Our church building is 
very visible from several places in the town.  
 
The parish of Hurdsfield has: 
 private housing south of Hurdsfield Road with houses of all sizes 
 a densely populated estate north of Hurdsfield Road where 

most of the parish live 
 farmland, east of the Macclesfield canal, including the hamlet of 

Swanscoe, and 
 an industrial estate. 
 
There is a proposed new housing development on the site of King’s 
School on Fence Avenue, which would increase the population of 
the parish. 
 
In the 2011 Census: 
 two-thirds of parish residents described themselves as Christian 

(compared with 59% nationally), with less than 2% claiming any 
other religious allegiance (9% nationally) 

 more than nine in ten residents were born in the UK, and 
 amongst those of working age in 2010 nearly one in five was 

receiving benefits.  
 
The parish socio-economic score is the lowest of the Macclesfield 
Deanery and we pay a reduced parish share.  
 
Hurdsfield has a post office but few shops, so most residents shop in 
Macclesfield. There is a large Tesco supermarket just outside the 
parish boundary. 
 
The parish is home to Macclesfield’s largest employer, the 
pharmaceutical multinational, AstraZeneca.  

1 AstraZeneca  7 Holy Trinity Church 

2 Industrial estate  8 Private housing 

3 Rural farmland  9 Town centre 

4 Hurdsfield estate  10 Schools 

5 Hurdsfield School  11 Playgrounds & park 

6 Tesco    

The parish of Hurdsfield 

11 

11 

10 
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Macclesfield is a medium-sized town. It’s big enough to have specialist 
shops, restaurants for every taste and facilities such as a leisure centre, 
private gyms, sports clubs and a single screen cinema. But it’s small 
enough to be friendly: walk around and you’re bound to meet people 
you know.  
 
The town centre, like many others, has struggled to maintain vitality as 
consumers increasingly shop online and the local council is developing a 
strategy to help revitalise it. There’s a very popular monthly street 
market called the Treacle Market and a biennial Barnaby Festival in 
June, including a united church service in the Market Place.  
 
Local primary and secondary schools have excellent reputations. You can 
see details of local state schools on the Cheshire East website at 
cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/schools.aspx. 
 
We’re on the doorstep of the wild countryside and beautiful villages of 
the Peak District and the more lush farmland and quiet lanes of the 
Cheshire Plain. This is great place for walking, cycling and running. 
 

Walks and beauty spots within walking distance of the vicarage include 
the Middlewood Way (a former railway line), White Nancy (hilltop 
monument), the Gritstone Trail and Tegg’s Nose (former quarry with 
great views over the town and Macclesfield Forest).  
 
Macclesfield is 19 miles from the theatres, galleries, shops, sports 
grounds and other attractions of Manchester, 12 miles from Buxton 
Opera House, 22 miles from the five towns that make up the Potteries, 
16 miles from the theatre and gallery complex of The Lowry and  
22 miles from the Trafford Centre.  
 
Famous places to visit nearby include the Jodrell Bank Discovery Centre 
(10 miles), the black and white houses of Gawsworth Hall (4 miles) and 
Little Moreton Hall (12 miles), Tatton Park (14 miles), Old Trafford (21 
miles), SportCity (20 miles), Alton Towers (25 miles) and Chatsworth 
House (27 miles).  
 
The M6, M60 (Manchester ring road), M62 and M56 motorways are all 
nearby. You can get to London on the train in as little as one hour and 
forty minutes. Manchester International Airport is 12 miles away.  

A great place to live 
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We try to make prayer our first priority and we want to keep growing 
in this respect. We are keen to listen to God, allowing space and time 
for Him to speak to us and guide us.  
 
Services and homegroup meetings include times of intercessory 
prayer. Some homegroups regularly share prayer requests by email.  
 
A team meets to pray before every 10.30 am service to listen to God 
for specific messages for the church. We offer prayer ministry for 
individuals during Communion or at the end of each 10.30 am 
service. We circulate a Prayer Diary at every Sunday service.  
 
The church office team prays together twice a week and every 
Thursday morning a group gathers to pray for the growth of God’s 
kingdom in Hurdsfield. Once a month we hold a prayer breakfast to pray for our mission partners. We have a 
termly evening prayer event which attracts around 40 people.  
 

We encourage individual prayer throughout the week. We have a prayer 
room and encourage people to use this quiet space for prayer meditation 
and silence. Once a month at the 10:30 am service we have a ‘Prayer 
Pointer’ aimed at encouraging and deepening our prayer life. We include 
opportunity in our services for people to share testimony of answered 
prayer and what God is doing in our lives as well as encouraging each 
other through sharing words and pictures that He may give us.  

Prayer 
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Weekly services 

We have two Sunday morning services. These are always informal (our clergy don’t 
wear robes). We are blessed with several lay people who lead services and preach. 
 
Our average Sunday attendance is 170, with 115 adults and 30 children at our  
10.30 am service and 25 adults at 9.00 am. We have proportionately more people in 
their 40s to 60s, and are being blessed with a growing number in their 20s and 30s.  
 
We have several excellent worship leaders who choose the music and, together with 
various musicians (vocals, drums, guitars, keyboards and other instruments) lead our 
sung worship. This is mostly contemporary but often includes hymns. After about  
20 minutes, the children and young people leave for their own dedicated activities  
in one of five groups and return at the end of the service. 
 
We invested over £15,000 in a new audio-visual system which significantly enhances 
our services. For the 10.30 am service we use Proclaim software to produce visuals 
which we display on three television screens. 
 
The 9.00 am service is either Morning Prayer or Holy Communion from Common 
Worship, with hymns, prayers and a talk and lasts about 45 minutes .  
 
We have All Age Worship every 
other month at 10.30 am. A team 
plans and leads these services which 
include activities, discussion, videos, 
games, worship, prayers, and 
general chaos! 
 
We hold a monthly Communion 
service at 10.30 am, and twice 
monthly at 9.00 am. On the other 
weeks the service is Morning Prayer 
at both 9.00 and 10.30 am. 
 
There is a monthly midweek Morning Prayer followed by a soup lunch. 
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As well as our All Age Remembrance Service we 
hold a Remembering Service every November to 
which we invite those who have been bereaved in 
the past few years.  
 
Our Carols by Candlelight and Christmas Eve 
Christingle Services are very popular. 
 
We host and lead services at HTH for Hurdsfield 
Community Primary School at Christmas, Easter 
and Harvest, and for Activity in Retirement at 
Christmas.  
 
We conduct one or two weddings a year.  
 
 

We take between 25 and 35 funerals a year, about 
10 of which will be at HTH before going to the 
crematorium a mile away. The services are shared 
between James, our vicar, Phil, a retired vicar in 
the church, and Hellen, our reader. 
 
A team takes home communion to a handful of 
housebound people once a month.  
 
We baptise, or hold thanksgiving services for, 
around 12 babies and small children each year, 
several of these being for families that worship 
with us regularly. We baptise adults and young 
people in a pool outside in the summer, and then 
celebrate with lunch. 

Other services 
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Older people 

  

HTH has been very busy in serving its 
older people for many years. A core 
group of volunteers organises activities 
and remains committed to cherishing 
and building this important area of 
ministry and mission.  
 
Not everyone who joins in these 
activities worships with us on Sunday, 
so these groups are their church. The 
older people are themselves keen to be 
more missional and to be encouraged to 
reach out further.  
 
Evergreens  
This is a homegroup for the 
retired and elderly and meets 
most Monday afternoons in the 
Brocklehurst Lounge at HTH.  
 
Time Out  
This group meets on the third 
Wednesday of each month at 
Harry Lawson Court, a sheltered 
accommodation centre for the 
elderly in the parish. It offers 
refreshments, friendship and 
chat and includes a charity stall 
and entertainment. About 30 
residents and others from the 
parish attend this happy and 
busy morning. 

Holiday@Home  
Now in its 10th year, this has 
become a popular three-day 
event for about 30 people aged 
70 or over, some of whom are 
frail and elderly. We run it at 
HTH in August and offer crafts, 
sociable activities and spiritual 
input with a hot lunch. In recent 
years we have expanded this 
ministry to include events at 
Easter and Christmas, both of 
which are very popular. 
 
The housebound  
Older people at HTH are in 
touch with those who are now 
housebound or cannot easily 
get to church activities. Drivers 
collect those without transport 
using either the church minibus 
or their own cars.  
 
New leaders 
We’re encouraged to see a new 
generation of leaders stepping into 
these ministries. 
 
 

HTH Church Profile Page 11 



Children and young people 

Jared is our full-time Youth Minister. He works mainly with young people of secondary school age.  
 
Melissa is our part-time Children and Families Minister who leads and organises our children’s Sunday 
groups. We have a good network of volunteers who are committed to these ministries.  
 
We run four groups for children and young people from birth to 18 years at our 10.30 am Sunday services, 
with activities including crafts, stories, games and discussions: 

 
Pebbles - for pre-school children  Superstars - from Reception to Year 2  
Trailblazers - from Year 3 to Year 6  Fusion - from Year 7 to Year 11 
 

Melissa also leads Trinity Tots, where she welcomes a horde of parents, grandparents, carers and toddlers on Monday mornings; ReCharge, our 
fortnightly Bible study for mums with pre-schoolers; our fortnightly toddler service; and Messy Church, where 
families can worship together, which we run three times a year. 
 
Jared leads three weekday groups during term time, using games, sports, discussion, fun and food, with the aim 
of connecting with young people who are not part of HTH and supporting those who are. 

 
KidZone  
A team of volunteers, including some teenage leaders, sets-up and helps to run 
KidZone at Hurdsfield Community Primary School for Years 3 to 6 on alternate Fridays from 6.00 to 7.30 pm. The 
evening includes messy games, challenges, a praise party and a ‘silent seats’ thought slot.  
 
N:ergize  
Held after school on Tuesdays, this group covers children leaving primary school and starting secondary school. 
We hold this at HTH with activities including regular cooking or baking, games and a discussion slot.  
 
Fusion 13 
Our Youth Group for young people aged Years 8 to 11 that meets every Sunday evening at HTH. It is a mixture 
of teenagers from HTH families and those who have moved on from N:ergize. They enjoy chilling out together, 
discussing the Bible and how it applies to their lives, and encourage and pray for one another. 
 
We are currently developing a group for young adults in 6th form and beyond. 

Melissa 

Jared 
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Trips and residentials 
These are an important part of the work we do in giving children and young people an opportunity 
to try new things and be more active. We’ve been to the bowling alley, Chester Zoo, The Crocky 
Trail (adventure trail usually involving mud), Laser Quest and Alton Towers. We’ve held weekends 
away at Youth for Christ, Urban Saints and Soul Survivor events.  
 
Holiday Club  
We’ve run several four-day summer holiday clubs for around 50 children of primary school age 
from Hurdsfield and beyond with games, songs, crafts, sports and teaching and a family BBQ. 

 
Hurdsfield Community Primary School  
Here we take regular assemblies, run a daily breakfast club, help children with their reading on a 
one-to-one basis and assist with classes and trips. The school has a nursery for two-year olds 
upwards and a Children’s Centre on the same site. The current head teacher arrived in September 
2017 and is keen to continue the school’s close relationship with HTH. 
 
Puss Bank Primary School  
Here we take two or three assemblies per term. 
 
Tytherington School  
We are hoping to develop some relationships with 
our local high school, Tytherington, to build on the 
relationship that we already have with local young 
people. 
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Homegroups 

Our homegroups are the main way that we offer pastoral 
care throughout the church and as such are a central part 
of church life. They are co-ordinated by two leaders, 
Michael and Ali.  
 
The groups vary in size from a handful of people to a large 
roomful. Some have met together for decades and many 

have very strong bonds of love and mutual support. Some 
are more fluid and change regularly. One group 
concentrates on world mission and our mission partners 
and another is concerned with justice and Fairtrade 
issues. Some groups are more outward-looking than 
others.  
 
We have 10 homegroups. Some group members do not 
worship with us on Sundays. Some of the most active 
people in the church are not, for one reason or another, 
in a homegroup.  
 
Homegroups meet on Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday 
evenings, while Evergreens (a homegroup for older 
people) meets on Monday afternoons. Most homegroups 
meet only during term time.  
 
Homegroups generally worship, pray and study the Bible 
together, and regularly eat together. The studies usually 
link to the sermon series. Sometimes we write our own 
study notes, and sometimes we buy a study guide.  
 
Members have fun and get to know one another well. 
Homegroups hold at least one social event each term and 
hopefully use this to invite non-Christian friends.  

Michael 

Ali 
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Our community 

We believe that it is vital to be involved in, and to serve, our community. We want to 
share the Gospel in a way that will make the greatest impact spiritually, socially and 
economically. 
 
We have a very good relationship with Hurdsfield Community Primary School where we 
hold regular assemblies, run a daily breakfast club and have a team of volunteers who 
listen to children reading. Several members of our church have children who go to the 
school. Several people from HTH are school governors.  
 
We are involved in the newly formed Neighbourhood Partnership for Hurdsfield which 
seeks to respond to some of the priority needs of the community. Through this we 
support a community café called the Green on the Corner, as well as a community 
afternoon every Wednesday called ‘There is always time for tea and cake’! 
 
We are active members of HOPE in North East Cheshire, a group of 39 churches in and 
around Macclesfield. Through this members of the church are involved in various 
community initiatives including: Foodbank, Street Angels, Just Drop In, The Hope Centre 
and Cre8.  HOPE’s co-ordinator is a member of our PCC.  
 
Several community groups meet in our church building, including Activity In Retirement 
and Alcoholics Anonymous. We host a polling station at election time.  
 
We provide pastoral support and bereavement care throughout our church and the wider 
parish. 
 
A team of volunteers leads monthly Sunday services in Macclesfield Hospital Chapel. 
Volunteers collect patients and gather prayer requests from the wards.  
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Our extended church family 

Church links 
We have friendly links with several 
other churches in Macclesfield and 
are represented on Deanery Synod. 
We are a member of Hope in North 
East Cheshire. 
 
We are a New Wine Network church 
and a Tearfund Connected church. 
 
Mission links 
Through prayer and giving we support 
the following mission partners and 
Christian organisations, at home and 
overseas. We keep in regular contact 
with them through both our church 
office and our mission homegroup. 
 
The Cre8 Youth and Community Project working with disadvantaged 
young people on Macclesfield’s Moss Rose Estate. Cre8's current chair 
and several members of staff worship at HTH.  
 
Martin and Hilary Raymond who worship at HTH and work from home 
for Wycliffe Bible Translators.  
 
The Message Trust works with young people throughout the UK. It has 
on occasion provided staff and resources to help us reach the young 
people of Macclesfield.

Bron and Colin Cleaver are based 
in Novosibirsk, Siberia, where 
Colin leads a local church and Bron 
works for Wycliffe Bible 
Translators. Bron grew up in HTH 
and they visit us with their two 
children when they are in England.  
 
India Direct is a Cheshire-based 
charity, founded by people from 
HTH. It partners with a Christian 
trust in Chennai, India, to support 
more than 150 children at two 
children's homes as well as 
widows in the community. People 
from HTH have visited these 
projects many times. 

 
Tearfund is a Christian charity, working alongside local churches and 
other locally based organisations in over 50 countries to help people 
realise their plans for a better future. We are linked to and support 
programmes in central and northern Mozambique. Teams from HTH 
have visited projects in Mozambique three times, with another visit 
planned for September 2018. 
 
Johnny and Ann McClean who work in Bangkok with UFM Worldwide 
doing student outreach on university campuses. 
 
Ann Moore who works with CMS as a nurse in Uganda, leading the 
Special Care Baby Unit at Kisiizi Hospital.  

Tearfund Connected Church trip to Mozambique 
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We could not manage without... 

Sue 

Becky 

Hellen is a lay reader and does home and 
hospital visiting, home communions, 
funerals and thanksgivings. She also 
preaches and leads services. 

Geraldine is our deputy warden and 
runs much of the practical side of HTH. 
She assists the churchwardens, keeps 
our buildings clean and tidy, and 
provides support for all the events and 
services we hold, plus anything else 
that’s needed. She also ensures that 
baptisms, weddings and funerals run 
smoothly. 

Jack leads 
our team of 
musicians 
and worship 
leaders.  

Wendy, our administrator, works in the 
church office on four days a week. She 
provides the first point of contact for HTH, 
welcomes visitors, helps the community 
groups using our buildings, co-ordinates 
many of the church rotas and produces the 
visuals for the Sunday services as well as 
providing huge support to the vicar and 
other staff. 
 
Wendy is the PCC Secretary and leads some 
services. 
 
Several wonderful volunteers help in the 
office in various ways. 

Phil is a retired vicar and helps in lots of 
ways including Trinity Tots, home and 
hospital visiting, home communions, 
funerals and thanksgivings. He also 
preaches and leads services. Phil's wife 
Julie is very much involved too. 
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The PCC  

Finance 

We have a PCC of amazing people who give their time willingly.  
 
The PCC meets every two months and comprises 12 elected and 
4 ex-officio members who range in age from their 30s to their 70s.  
 
The PCC has delegated powers to five sub-groups to work on its behalf. 
We believe that this enables the PCC to function smoothly and 
efficiently. Each group looks after one of the following areas of the 
churches life: governance; pastoral care and prayer; youth, children 
and families ministry; mission; and buildings.  
 
Each group is chaired by a member of the PCC and every PCC member 
is on one of the groups. Some groups include church members from 
outside the PCC. 

In 2017 we spent £159k out of a total income of 
£165k. We give 10% of our income to missions 
and charities at home and overseas.  
 

Our income is almost entirely gifts from those 

worshipping with us. We do not take a collection 

during services although there is a plate near the 

door. We encourage planned giving through 

standing orders and envelopes. 

 

We pay a reduced parish share of 85% (reduced 

due the economic demographic of our parish). 

This was £52k in 2017. For 2018 our budgeted 

income is £147k, which is less than our expected 

expenditure of £175k. This shortfall prompted 

some teaching on giving, encouraging every 

member to prayerfully review their giving to the 

church, seeing it as part of their discipleship and 

asking them to aim to be ’increasingly generous’. 

Wonderfully, this has resulted in nearly the 

whole of the shortfall being met by additional 

promised regular giving. It is an amazing 

example of God’s wonderful provision and so 

encouraging as we look towards the future. If 

there is a shortfall at the end of the year, we will 

meet it from our reserves, which at December 

2017 were just over £90k. 

HTH is registered with the Charity Commission, 

number 1140055. You can see our full accounts 

on the Charity Commission website gov.uk/

government/organisations/charity-commission. 
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Church buildings  

Holy Trinity Church was built in 1839 from local stone. The most striking feature is the east 
window, installed in 1912. We worship in a carpeted single space with no pillars. We move 
the chairs around to make different spaces for different meetings and activities. Our large 
kitchen enables us to host meals for large numbers of people, with over 150 people coming 
to our Pancake Party this year. 
 
While we could always make use of more space for our young people, our facilities for 
children’s and young people’s ministry are pretty good. In the main church building we have 
two well-equipped and brightly decorated upstairs rooms and outside the church there is a 
large, although elderly, porta cabin. At present, space does not restrict our ministry, but as 
we continue to grow we may need to consider how we create more.  
 
The church office is located in a new (2016) customised porta cabin near the entrance to the 
main church building. It provides a good and convenient working environment for the vicar, 
administrator, youth minister, children’s worker and volunteers to work together.  
 
As our graveyard no longer has space for new graves, we inter ashes in our Garden of 
Remembrance. The graveyard has three sections; two are grassed with just one remaining 
standing headstone. 
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Find out more... 

 

To find out more about us, please:  
• call us on 01625 424587  
• email us at hello@hthmacc.com, or, even better 
• visit us at 197a Hurdsfield Road, Macclesfield, SK10 2PX. 
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